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Tn the claims: 

1 . (currently aiaended) A device operative in a commuiiications network having a network node, 
comprising: 

at least one port operative to exchange control plane inftnmation with said network node; 

and 

a memory portion operative to minor control plane information received from said 

network node via said at least one port, 

wherein said control plane information ivQonncotivity information uniquoly oDsociatod 
ith nniil n^tiv^^'-- ;iir:1nrft^ a label infonnation dat^ase. 

2. (currently amended) The device of claim 1 wherein said control plane information includes a 
label information database inrliides label-t »-ferwardiae eouivalencv dass bindings. 

3. (original) The device of claim 2 wherein said label infonnation database is maintained by said 
network node, and said device is foither operative to synchronize said memory portion with said 
label informadon database. 

4. (original) The device of claim 3 further operative, foUowins feilure of a control plane 
communication Hnk between said device and said node, to transmit said mirrored control plane 
information to said node. 

5. (original) The device of daim 4 fiirther operative, following feilure of the control plane 
communication link between said device and said node, to update said memory portion with the 
intersection of said transmitted mirrored control plane infoimation and the control plane 
information maintained by said networic node. 

6. (original) The device of claim 1 fiirther including a plurality of memory portions, each 
operative to mirror a label information database for a particular link. 
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7. (currently amended) A communications network, comprising; 
a first device having a first memory and a first port ; 

a second device having a second memory and a second port operative to exchange 
infonnation vwth said first port associated with said first device via a communication link, a 
portion of said second memory operative to store control plane infiirmation, 

wherein said second device is operative to transmit at least a portion of said control plane 
information to said first device, and said first device is operative to receive said control plane 
information and store said received control plane information in said first memory, 

wherein the mirrored control plane information ingMes a label information da tafeajg is 
feonncotivity information uniquoly aasooiatcd with tho second dc\ic e, 

8. (currently amended) The communications network of claim 7 wherein said control pla a e 
m format l o n f nrliirtr - n ItihH m9-'^'^-^^ ^^t^h:, ^ indndes lafael-to-fbrwardina enuivalengY glass 
bindings . 

9. (original) The communications network of claim 8 wherein the label infimnation stored In said 
first memory is synchronized with said corresponding label hiformation stored in said second 
device. 

10. (original) The communications network of claim 9 wherein, foUowing a control plane Mure, 
said first device is operative to transmit said label information stored in said first memory to said 
second device. 

11. (ori^mal) The communications networic of claim 10 wherein, following receipt of said label 
infonnation by said second device, said second device is operative to compare said received label 
information with corresponding label infiirmation remaining in s^d second memory. 
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12. (Original) The conrnumications network of daim 11 wherein foBowiftg comparing said sets of 
label information, said second device is operative to employ the intersection of said sets of label 
information for communications on the corresponding link. 

13. (original) The communications network of claim 12 wherein said second device is fiirther 
operative to provide the intersection of said sets of label information to said first device. 

14. (original) The communications network of daim 13 wherdn said first device is operative to 
update said first memory by storing the intersection of said sets of label information transmitted 
fi^on) the second device. 

15. (currently amended) A method for fedlitating recovery fit>m a control plane failure in a 
communications network having a first device and a second device in communication via a link, 
whcr<dn control plane information is maintained by said second device, comprising the steps of 

transmitting, by said second device, said control plane infonnation to said first device 
receiving, by said first device, said control plane information from said second device; and 
storing said control plane information by said first device for fadfitating recovery fit>m a 
control plane Mure, 

wherein the control plane ^«fi^^^.tinn int^hides a label infonnation database is connectivity 
informnrion uniquoly aspooiatcd with aaid oooond devic e. 

16. (original) The method of daim 15 induding the fiirther step of synchronizing said control 
plane information stored by said first device with said control plane information maimained by 
said second device. 

17. (original) The method of claim 16 including the fiwther step of, following control plane Mure, 
drtonniung the intersection between entries in said control plane information maintained by said 
second device and said control plane information stored by said first device. 
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18. (origmal) Hie method of claim 17 including the fiirthcr step of updating said coirtrol plane 
jrfbnnation maintained by said second device and said control plane information stored by said 
first 6&Ace with said intersection of control plane infonnation. 

19. (original) The method of claim 18 mcluding the fimher step of said first device and said 
second device employing said mteisection of control plane information to transmit data via said 
link. 
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